
Member Profile – John Stafford  
Club Captain for 4 Seasons 2001-2005, President 2016-2018, Chairman of Rugby from 
December 2013. 
(1st XV Caps 293. 1st XV Player of The Season 1999-2000, George Brown Cup for contribution 
on/off the field 2003) 
 
Education; 
St Cuthbert’s Newcastle, Kirkley College, currently still attending University of Life... 

Employment; 
Simpsons Malt Ltd Berwick. 

Favourite Band/s; 
ELO and Rolling Stones. 

Best musical event/s attended; 
Enjoyed them all! Rolling Stones (St James’s Park 1990), Bon Jovi (Gateshead Stadium 2000), 
Queen and Paul Rodgers (Newcastle Arena 2008), Deacon Blue (Newcastle City Hall 2013), 
Billy Ocean (Newcastle City Hall 2018). 
Biggest regret, whilst travelling Australia in January 1994 INXS were playing near where we 
were staying. For some unknown reason decided not to go, tragically in 1997 Michael 
Hutchence committed suicide, so I never got another chance. 
Lesson in life - take those opportunities when they come your way. 

Favourite Film;  
Blues Brothers. 
 
Best Morpeth rugby moment; 
Derby game against Alnwick, always great rivalry. October 2000 we were 9-10 down in 

injury time and Alnwick had possession in our 22 before Barry Hills intercepted, ran the 

length of the field to score. It was the last play of the game and what a way to win the 

match. 

Best Morpeth match; 
The club’s first ever county cup win 1998 v Tynedale – nobody gave us a chance. 

If you weren’t a second row what other position would you have liked to play; 
Prop - because of the direct duel between you and your direct opponent. 

Most difficult opponent/s encountered; 
From a lineout perspective - Graham Yates (Tynedale), Steve Bainbridge (Blaydon, Gosforth, 
England, and Lions).  
From a nuisance perspective - Craig West (Cleckheaton), an openside nearing the end of his 
career, away in October 2001, he was everywhere both in attack and defence. 
From an impact playing perspective Garry Schofield, former rugby league international. He 
played fly half when we played Redcar. November 2000, they beat us 19-16 in a close, low 
scoring game at Mitford Road. During the match he hardly seemed involved yet had been 
instrumental in their scores.  



Best Morpeth player in the same team as myself; 
Forward - Nobby Clark. 
Back - Chris Lishman. 

Memorable Away Trip; 
1998 – September – Cheshunt RFC – Tetley Bitter Cup 1st Round – we lost this very 
competitive game 26-33 where an 18-year-old Jamie Pemberton made his debut in the 
centre. We travelled by train to Stevenage and then got a bus to Cheshunt – Andy Cameron 
missed the train, at Newcastle, reserve John Price got to start, and he had to quickly learn all 
our lineout calls etc. The train journey back Hut and I made our way to the smoking carriage 
and made pals with a young lad from Sunderland who was very useful at taking our bottle 
tops off in exchange for beers and we also met a distressed lady who had boarded the 
wrong train and as she should have been on the Hull train. I let the lady use my mobile 
phone and she phoned her partner to ask him to pick her up from Doncaster train station 
instead – we then proceeded to share our beers with her and helped her off with her 
luggage at Doncaster – we’ve always wondered whatever happened to this lady and how 
her partner welcomed her as she was “tipsy” and not distressed unlike when she had 
phoned him earlier. 
 
Staffy’s Morpeth club quiz question; 
Q Who played 8 first team games at the start of the 2003/04 season and played his last 
game for us the day England won the World Cup? 
A Toby Flood. 

Club Notes for Staff and his debut season 1991-92. 
Staff played his first game for the 1st XV in March 1992 against Newcastle University – we 
won by 16-15 with 3 tries from Gary Stephenson and 1 try by Duncan Hutton, he got his 1st 
XV chance because the 2 regular second rows of David Addison and Dick Dungait were 
unable to play. The Morpeth XV that afternoon was – 
S Brierley, J Dungait, M Calder, T Clark, D Defty, P Fourie, P Rutherford, A Clark, M Robson,  
D Clark, J Stafford, D Hutton, E O’Dell, N Bailey, G Stephenson & Rep P Gregory. 
His next game was in the 1994-95 season, after time out with a knee injury and travelling, 
when he played 18 games and then for the next 10 seasons, he never played less than 20 
games – gaining a tie in 7 of those seasons.   
He last turned out as a sub at Sheffield in Jan 2012, altogether he played 293 games and 
managed to score 24 tries.  
On the 19th of March 1999 he scored 2 tries in the 1st XV home 10-0 win over York – scoring 
all the points, 2 tries, something Mick Dungait rightly pointed out he would never do again. 
He captained the Club for 4 seasons and has been our President and is currently our 
Chairman of Rugby. 
 
The 1991-92 season; 
The Club captain was Chris Lishman and Harry Kennedy was President, Ian Pringle was 
Chairman of Selectors and the ex-Scottish International Duncan Madsen was forwards 
coach. The 1st XV played 35 games winning 19. Paul Fourie, on his debut season, was top 
points score with 173 points. We used 60 players that season and 8 played more than 25 
games with Paul Fourie, Mick Lishman and Andy Clark gaining their 1st XV ties. 



Chris Lishman captained the Northumberland Senior County side that also included Iain 
Laidlaw and Mickey Robson. All 3 toured Canada with the County side. Duncan Clark and 
Paul Fourie played for the County B and Ed Bennison, Ben Dale and Matt Parrish played for 
the County Under 21s. Alan McClement and Ian Whitfield played for the County Colts while 
Michael Dungait played for the Scottish Schoolboys. An elderly Bill Hewitt managed to play 3 
1st XV games in his 33 seasons with the 1st XV. 
League rugby was still in its infancy and we only played 10 games – winning 6 of them – 
there was no home and away fixtures – you only played the opposition once. The other sides 
in our League that year were - Pontefract, Novos, Bramley, Keighley, West Park Bramhope, 
Blaydon, Gateshead Fell, York, Roundhegians and Old Brodleians - even then it was still very 
much a Yorkshire League. 
 

 


